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2009-10 Championship Calendar: 
Date Venue/ 

Event 
Award/Trophies Social Event 

24/25 Oct  
2009   

Taupo  24/10 Chippies and Dip 
provided, BYO drink 
Happy Hour at circuit 

06/07 Dec 
2009 

Pukekohe North/South (Rd 1) 06/12 Barbeque at circuit* 

02/03 Jan 
 2010 

Taupo   

23/24 Jan 
 2010 

Manfeild North/South (Rd 2) 
                             

 

6/7 Feb 
 2010   

Hampton 
Downs  

  

20/21 Feb 
2010 

Pukekohe North/South (Rd 3) 20/2 evening barbeque 
and visit to Bennett’s race 
collection* 

06/07 Mar 
2010 

Manfeild - Rod Ball Memorial 
Trophy (Highest Place 
1st year driver Race 1)   
- Paraparaumu Shield 
(Winner Race 3)                     

Evening visit to Terry 
Rush Race Car Collection 

03/04 Apr Taupo Race 3: 
- Alex Elvey Memorial 
Trophy (Highest 
placed 1st yr driver)  
- Jock Flavell 
Memorial Trophy 
(Winner) 

 

Tba Awards 
Night 

  

* $5 per head charge except for Sponsor guests 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
Robin Bennett  
 
Well another year, another season and already we have one round under our belts.  
 
This is the first magazine of our season so I thought I’d cover off some of the 
highlights of last year before moving on to matters for this year.  
 
We had another excellent end of year do, a brilliant turn out by the competitors and 
crew, and good representation from our sponsors.  A big thanks to all those 
involved, particularly Marie, Dawn and Steph who do so much hard work setting up 
an event like this.  
 
There were many worthy recipients of prizes and trophies but one special award I 
would like to mention was the bestowing of Life Membership on Steph Harris. This 
was very well deserved for someone who has done so much for our class.   
 
During the off-season we had a very productive committee meeting in Taupo. There 
were a lot of administrative issues covered and whilst there is nothing major to 
report, they were all matters that needed to be considered by the team to keep the 
running of the Championship season on track and to keep your association’s future 
in good shape, particularly with regard to strategic and financial perspectives.  
 
This year has seen the forming of the Independent Race Classes (IRC) group of 
which FVANZ is a foundation member. IRC has been established to promote the 
classes it represents with fund seeding from its race class members. Thanks to 
Dave Scammell and Steph who are leading our involvement on this front. A real 
benefit of IRC is that we have much greater transparency and knowledge over what 
promotional effort is expended over our Championship, which is something we really 
struggled with when MotorRace NZ was supposedly undertaking this role for us.  
  
Regarding the new season, a good field of 23 cars met starters orders at Taupo. 
Great to see that despite several drivers moving on to progress their careers, we are 
still sustaining one of the largest fields in the country.  As well as new comers, this 
year also see a few returnees, notably Simon Hardy and John Young.  We are also 
grateful to have our premier sponsors returning in Weldwell and Dateline. This 
indicates to me that our class is in great shape.      
 
Hope to see you all at Pukekohe.  
 
Regards Robin 
 
 
 
  



 
FROM THE VP’S DESK  
Dave Scammell 
 
 
The start of another season and it was good to see 23 cars line up for the first round.  
This season sees the start of the IRC series and it is great to be a part this 
experimental cartel of race classes and track owners.  With Steph being the 
treasurer of this new organisation I know our investment is in good hands.  
 
I know that with all the preparation over the winter most of you will be on to this but 
just in case you have forgotten please make sure your seat belts and fire 
extinguishers are still current.  Unfortunately as a national championship class we 
are not included in the new 10 year rule for seatbelts and ours will expire with the 
label at five years for FIA two years for SFI.  Fire extinguishers are for five years if 
they have a gauge and one year if they don’t. The month and year of manufacture 
will be stamped on to the cylinder. You can have them serviced at this point but it is 
often cheaper just to buy a new one.  
 
One observation I have from the first round at Taupo was that a significant number 
of cars crossed the painted lane line when exiting the pits.  Be careful with this one 
as drivers can be fined for doing this and it is not unheard of.  Also please be wary of 
fellow competitors when slowing down during qualifying sessions.  Pull over on the 
straights, as well as being courteous it is also much safer. We have had injury 
accidents in the past with this one. 
 
Robin and I attended the Motorsport NZ AGM in May.  In the past these have been 
two day events with workshops and various other meetings held on the Friday and 
the AGM proper on the Saturday.  This year it was just the AGM and not surprisingly 
we didn’t get much out of it.  Attendance overall was the lowest I had seen. This may 
have been a reflection of the economic times we are currently facing or it could have 
been just general apathy.  Unfortunately I suspect the later.  On a brighter note one 
of our past Presidents and ex Formula First racer Shayne Harris was elected to Vice 
President of MNZ so at least we have someone on the executive who understands 
what our class is all about. 
 
Well that’s enough rambling from me. See you all at Puke. 
 
 
Regards Dave  
 
 
 
 
 

 

EDITOR’S RAMBLINGS 
Dom Kalasih  
 
 
Welcome to my first go at editing a club magazine.  Many of our older members will 
notice that our magazine is no longer called Vee Torque.  The change is to try and 
break the habits of still referring to our class as Formula Vee.  First Flash is the new 
name, but it’s not something I am greatly endeared to so if you can think of a better 
name let me know and I’ll consider changing it. My intent is for the magazine to keep 
members up to date with what’s happening, especially sponsors and the like that 
may be less inclined to follow things through our website. We are planning 3 more 
issues to be published by end of Feb, end of April and June 2010. 
 
This is your magazine so please feel free to let me know what you would like to see 
in it.  I am particularly keen to publish articles on drivers, cars, technical reports and 
classified.  As an incentive, for the next few issues a prize (a quality book on motor-
racing) will be awarded to the person that provides the best contribution (excluding 
regular contributors). As editor I get sole rights to judge these awards! 
 
Highlights over the last few months: 
- Ryan Hellier wins One-Hour race; great reward and result for an excellent team    
- crowning of Ian Foster as our most recent National champion  
- awarding of FVANZ Life Membership to Steph Harris   
- another awesome prize-giving and award night; great prizes too.   
- a great field at Taupo, and some interesting results.  Simon Hardy who killed his 
old car at Taupo returned with a vengeance scoring a podium in the first race back; 
Aaron Hodgson scores podiums in first national championship round; John Young 
showed he has lost none of his speed after a sabatical; and Andrew Vincent 
showing his class in the ex Ian Foster machine; Sheppo same old same old, has 
anyone scored more Formula First championship podiums than Sheppo? 
- the help of Ian, Dave, Avon and the Ruthvens in getting the Bryan McConkey car 
back on track on Sunday after suffering damage in qualifying    
- first round at Taupo; great field and even better racing.  Last lap, last corner, first 
three places, three cars wide.  No other class can provide that closeness of racing.  
The Chief Scrutineer commented it was “beautiful driving“ by all concerned.     
- Ian Foster showed his selling skills are much more diverse than just houses and 
was hugely successful getting orders and commitment to enable the association to 
commit to printing of Formula First calendars.   
 
Look forward to watching more great racing at Puke.  
 
Cheers Dom  
 
 
 



  

FIRST FLASH (around the globe)  
 
A snap shot of results and achievements by some of our ex-drivers.  Seems a world 
away but some of our drivers (current members) raced and even beat the guys and 
girls below that have since gone onto the higher echelons of the sport!!   
 
 
Scott Dixon (Formula First/Vee 1994 Champion)  
- led going into the final round of the Indy Car Championships and his second 
placing left him 2009 Runner-Up  
 
Brendon Hartley (Formula First 2002/03) 
- recently announced that Brendon gets to undertake further testing in Red Bull’s  
Formula car.  Appears he can’t get away from VW with his F3 car this year VW 
powered  
 
Christina Orr V8  (Formula First 2001/02)  
- NZ V8s this year……….watch this space  
 
Shane van Gisbergen (Formula First 2006 ) 
 
-led the Great Race, yep that’s right Shane had the SBR Falcon in the lead at 
Bathurst and currently sits 11th in the series.  Seems like only yesterday when he 
was running Formula First 
 
Bernie Gillon (Formula First/Vee 1991-1993)  
-an awesome drive by Bernie into third place after not only at the back of the grid but 
out of pit lane in the Tranzam/Big Banger cars at Taupo. Great to see Bernie and 
Kerri-anne still competing so successfully albeit in a car with a roof.  And of course 
we are grateful that they continue to support our association through the 
Flamecrusher Best and Fairest Award 
 
Chris Pither  (Formula First 1999-2001) 
- unfortunately budget issues are preventing Chris from getting a Aussie V8 drive at 
the moment but he showed his tremendous class and ability by fronting up to Taupo 
for the first time and winning 3 out of 3 in the opening round of the NZ V8 Utes  
  
Caine Lobb (Formula First 2005/06)   
- still at the sharp end of the field and gaining more experience, this year piloting a  
Formula Suzuki Series single-seater and a NZ V8 ute    
 
Mitch Evans   (Formula First 2007/08)  
- showed his awesome talent finishing runner up in the Aussie Formula Ford 
championship 
 

Matt Gibson (2007-2009) 
- great to see Matt was right on the pace at Pukekohe in his first venture into saloons 
in the Formula Suzuki Swift Series 
 
Richie Stanaway (Formula First 2007; 2007 Speedspor t Scholarship winner)  
- Richie Stanaway impressed all present in a recent Aussie V8 Super Car Test, he 
raised the eye brows on many Super car team owners present. 
Richie is currently in Europe preparing for his first Formula Masters event this 
weekend at Nurburgring. 
 
- Richie Stanaway has succeeded in being chosen as a finalist in the Grands Prix 
Shootout in England in November 2009. The Grands Prix Shootout winner will 
receive a fully funded program to drive in Europe with Raikonen Robertson Racing 
to gain knowledge and experience to undertake Formula 1 testing. 
 
Nick Cassidy (Formula First 2008; 2008 Speedsport S cholarship winner)    
- Championship debutant Nick Cassidy (Auckland) enjoyed the perfect start to his 
2009/10 campaign when he dominated Formula Ford proceedings by qualifying on 
pole position then winning all three races and the Ron Frost Memorial Trophy at 
Pukekohe Park Raceway over the weekend.  
-Other Formula First graduates competing in the Formula Ford racing included 
Andre Heimgartner (F.First 2006/08) and Jamie McNee (F.First 2006/07) 
 
- Nick can justifiably feel frustrated after leading the 2009 Formula First One-Hour 
race with nearly a lap on the field while driving the Bryan McConkey car a broken 
throttle cable brought his race to an end.  Rumour has it we may see Nick lining up 
on our grid again this season.   
 
Andre Heimgartner (Formula First 2007 and 2008); 
- Andre showed his class and talent with a great series win in the Formula Ford 
Winter Series at Manfeild.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…….apparently the crash involving Bryan McConkey’s car during Round 1 at Taupo  
went something like this…. 

   
 



FIRST FLASH SPONSOR PROFILE            
 
Weldwell is a premier sponsor of Formula First and over recent years it has 
forged a strong relationship with our association. First Flash profiles this 
unique NZ company.    
 
Weldwell is New Zealand’s only manufacturer of Arc Welding Electrodes and it has  
a 60 year history of providing innovative welding products and solutions to industries 
throughout New Zealand, Australasia and the South Pacific.   
 
Some history ... 
· 1944 - While serving with the RNZAF as a sheet metal worker and welder, Wilf 

Nuttall wrote to a US publisher for their latest copy of “Welding Encyclopedia”. 
An article in this manual about the newly developed Eutectic Low Temperature 
welding process began the Weldwell New Zealand story. 

· 1946 - The reply to a letter written by Wilf Nuttall to the US company who 
developed the welding process appointed him NZ agent on a one year trial. 
Nuttall spent the trial year: testing the sample product range; applying for import 
licenses; convincing the Trade & Industry department to award import licenses; 
and persuading skeptical engineering workshop managers and head welders of  
the innovative low temperature welding repair and maintenance process.  

· 1952 – Weldwell New Zealand’s partnership began with PHILIPS range of iron 
powder-coated arc welding electrodes. 

· 1967 - Weldwell New Zealand began production in their electrode factory. 
· 1986 - Weldwell New Zealand became the only New Zealand producer of arc 

welding electrodes for both the local and international market. 

May 2000, Weldwell New Zealand became a member of the ITW group of 
companies, and prides itself on being part of this global company that is focussed on 
creating value-added products and innovative customer solutions. 
 
Today... 
Since 1947 Weldwell New Zealand has continued to be a market leader able to 
source the latest technology for the welding industry from around the globe. With an 
ongoing commitment to industry excellence, Weldwell New Zealand is the leading 
authority and most credible source for quality welding products and information in 
New Zealand. Weldwell has exclusive supply arrangements with a number of the 
world’s leading manufacturers of welding equipment and consumables including: 
Miller (Weldwell has been a Miller Distributor since 1960), Hobart, WIA, Bernard, 
Tregaskiss, Magswitch and CK Worldwide.��

 

Weldwell New Zealand is recognised: 

· For the quality range of arc welding electrodes manufactured at their Napier 
factory. 

· As the primary supplier of electrodes and welding products within New Zealand 
· As the sole Australasian manufacturer of arc welding electrodes exporting to 

markets throughout Australia and the Pacific. 
· The company has a world class team of people who will go the extra mile to 

provide you with top quality products and customer service 
· Weldwell electrodes are widely used for maintenance and repair applications in 

many sectors. 

Weldwell has a team of over 80 staff located throughout New Zealand. 

Weldwell New Zealand also has a network of Distributors throughout New Zealand. 
Weldwell’s Technical Training School is attached to the Electrode Factory and 
provides full technical training to customers, distributors and team members. 
Courses are tailored to suit both the requirements of the individual or company and 
the skill level required. 
 
Over the last few year Weldwell has been a premier sponsor of Formula First. 
FVANZ members and teams should consider Weldwell as  its first option when 
purchasing welding equipment �������
�
Editor’s Note : I’ve used Weldwell products for over twenty years including on our 
championship winning Formula First chassis so I can highly recommend Weldwell 
products����  
 
 

                               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



TECH TALK (on the local front) 
 
Seat belts: Point of clarification.  Seatbelt expiry dates apply as per manufacturer 
specification for all national championship classes, ie Formula First.  For other 
classes the seatbelts may continue to be used up to another 5 years after the expiry   
date providing they are still in good condition. 
 
Wheel rim pattern:  Following some great work by Ray Ruthven, a pattern has 
been made to check the profile of the Minilite alloy rims.  Ray has had an alloy wheel 
manufacturer provide an opinion that the wheel has adequate structural integrity for 
our intended use if within the pattern profile.  Note, that is not to say that in the event 
a wheel has a different profile it is deemed unsafe.  Rather it means, if your wheel 
differs you may need other evidence to show it is of adequate strength.   
 
Log book photos : Please remember to update photos in the back of your log book. 
The picture should show car with correct current racing number and colours. 
 
TECH TALK      info from: www.mclaren.com  
 
HANS DEVICE 
This slightly strange looking piece of equipment that is a HANS device is one of 
Formula 1's most important safety innovations. Standing for Head and Neck Support 
system, the HANS device works in conjunction with the driver's helmet and seatbelts 
to drastically reduce the forces exerted on the head and neck during an accident. 
This helps to reduce the risk of head and neck injuries, which are two of the most 
common injuries in high-speed racing accidents.  
 
"The HANS device essentially consists of a carbon fibre collar, two helmet tethers 
and some lightweight foam padding," explains Peter Hodgman, McLaren Racing's 
Vehicle Technology Laboratory Manager. "In basic terms, it works by connecting a 
driver's head more securely to the rest of his body. This helps to control the force 
with which the head swings forward during the rapid deceleration of a major 
accident. "Without a HANS device, although the torso is strapped securely to the 
seat, the head is free to move about. In a high-speed crash, that forward movement 
can be extremely violent, which is what causes the serious neck injuries. In extreme 
impacts the driver's helmet can also hit the steering wheel or the cockpit edge."  
 
The HANS device fits snugly over the driver's shoulders with the tall, central part 
directly behind his helmet. The tethers are attached to anchors on the helmet's sides 
using quick-release clips, and adjusted so that the driver can move his head enough 
to drive comfortably. Once the driver is seated in the car, the seatbelts are tightened 
so that they press down on the HANS device's two 'arms' and hold the collar in 
place.  
 

During an impact the amount of helmet movement is controlled by these tethers. 
This dramatically reduces the energy absorbed by the driver's head and neck and 
transfers the loading from the top of the spine to the forehead, which is far better 
suited to taking the force. It also helps to prevent the driver's helmet from hitting the 
steering wheel.  
 
"The HANS collar was originally developed in the mid-1980s by Dr. Robert Hubbard, 
a professor of biomechanical engineering at Michigan State University in the USA ," 
recalls Hodgman. "The early versions worked well, but they were designed for use in 
sports cars, so were too big and the wrong shape to be used in a Formula 1 cockpit 
by a driver sat in a very 'prone' position. In 1997, Hubbard started working with 
Mercedes-Benz to develop and evaluate HANS prototypes using a specially adapted 
crash-test dummy sat in a single-seater monocoque mounted to a high-impact test 
sled. "McLaren's involvement began in 1998," he continues. "Our job was to refine 
the design and reshape it so that it would fit in a Formula 1 car, and was comfortable 
for drivers to use for long periods of time without compromising the performance 
developed in the sled tests."  HANS device has been mandatory for all Formula 1 
drivers since the start of the 2003 season.  

  
 
BEHIND THE WHEEL 
Without a steering wheel, even the world’s best Formula 1 drivers would find it hard 
to display their talents. The modern wheel does much more than just steer the car, 
however. Ostensibly, the purpose of a steering wheel is simple enough – to transmit 
the driver’s input to the steered wheels of the vehicle in question – when that vehicle 
is a Formula 1 car, however, simple is hardly an appropriate term. The steering 
wheels currently used by Vodafone McLaren Mercedes’ drivers reflect the 
revolutionary changes that have occurred in Formula 1 steering wheel design – as 
well as technology in the sport as a whole – over the course of the past decade. 
 
"The steering wheel of a modern Formula 1 car is one of the most intriguing parts 
because it is so visible,” admits Steve Hallam, Head of Race Engineering at 
Vodafone McLaren Mercedes. “Most visitors to the McLaren Technology or to the pit 
facility at a race get an opportunity to hold the wheel and pull the gearshift levers – 
the obvious bits. The majority of them then ask a perfectly logical question: ‘what do 
all the buttons actually do?’ “Well, if I answered that fully, I’d be giving away too 
many team secrets! I can say, though, that the steering wheel is a very complex 
piece of kit, which allows our drivers to perform a number of tasks aside from the 
wheel’s intended purpose – steering the car.” 
 
Indeed, even as recently as 1992, the steering wheel on a Formula 1 car was a 
relatively plain, straightforward piece of equipment, round in shape, with a metal 
plate at the centre to attach it to the steering column, and generally no more than 
three buttons – one for selecting neutral, one for releasing liquid through a tube in 
the helmet for the driver to replenish his fluid levels and one for the radio. The 
advent of complex electronic systems in Formula 1 throughout the 1990s changed 



all that, though, and a plethora of different functions began to be controlled by 
buttons and dials, placed on the steering wheel for ease of access by the drivers 
while racing. The onset of semi-automatic gear systems in the early 1990s heralded 
the arrival of ‘paddle-shift’ gear levers, mounted behind the steering wheel, which 
negate the need for the driver to remove his hands from the wheel to select a gear. 
This eliminates the possibility of a driver missing a gear, therefore increasing the 
smoothness and improving the timing of gearshifts. 
 
Engine mapping, traction control and the advent of launch control programs that 
optimised the race start procedure all required various buttons and toggle switches 
to enable the driver to fine-tune his car’s settings while on-track. Modern Formula 1 
steering wheels typically now include a clutch paddle, as this is only used when the 
car is leaving the garage, and eliminating the clutch pedal allows the car designers 
to further optimise the packaging of components in the footwell. 
The steering wheel is one of the most complex and high-tech parts of a Formula 1 
car, with a typical wheel controlling at least 12 further functions in addition to actually 
steering the wheels. In spite of the confidentiality surrounding the functions 
controlled by the many buttons on the Vodafone McLaren Mercedes steering wheel, 
here is a full guide to their secrets.  
 
How Are They Made?  
The manufacture of any part on a Formula 1 car is a complex process, and the 
steering wheel is no exception. Many different lightweight materials are used in its 
manufacture, including carbon fibre, aluminium, titanium, steel, rubber and plastic, 
and a complete steering wheel can take approximately 100 hours to produce from 
start to finish. 
 
With the average steering wheel controlling as many as 12 separate parameters on 
the car, there is a large number of components, buttons and switches that have to 
be fitted during the manufacturing process – some 120 separate items in all. Yet, 
despite the myriad of materials and parts that make up each completed wheel, the 
weight of the finished unit, as fitted to the car, is just 1.3 kilograms. 
 
During the season, a minimum of five steering wheels are constructed for each of 
the team’s two race drivers. Of these, three remain with the race team while two are 
held with the test team. In addition, test driver Pedro de la Rosa has four wheels per 
season; two are kept with the race team and two for testing, whilst Gary Paffett has 
three steering wheels that travel with the test team at all times. However, during any 
specific Formula 1 season, more steering wheels will have to be manufactured, 
because it is a Vodafone McLaren Mercedes policy that, when one of its drivers 
finishes a grand prix on the podium, the wheel from his car is removed and its 
history documented. It will then go into storage as a valuable souvenir of the team’s 
success, never to be used again. 
 
A version of the above article originally appeared in Racing Line, the McLaren 
Group's in-house magazine. 

WEB LINKS OF INTEREST 
 
http://www.formulafirstracing.com/  Formula first racing Arizona You tube clips 
 
www.evolutionfst.com  Road America 
 
www.fvee.org.au 
 
www.formulavee .us 
    

2008 RESULTS 
 
Place Car No.  Driver Hometown Total 

1 2 Ian Foster Auckland 1585 
2 87 Nick Cassidy Auckland 1439 
3 34 Michael Shepherd Palmerston Nth 1413 
4 53 Matt Gibson Wanganui 1188 
5 17 Matthew Stubbs Masterton 1084 
6 20 Michael Neville Auckland 910 
7 46 David Ruthven Auckland 806 
8 15 Bramwell King Palmerston Nth 752 
9 99 Bradley McDonald Wanganui 734 
10 26 Ryan Hellier Auckland 707 
11 71 Bryan McConkey Paraparaumu 633 
12 97 Andrew Vincent Karaka 611 
13 72 Andre Heimgartner Auckland 606 
14 59 Graeme Lett Wanganui 574 
15 33 Dave Scammell Feilding 544 
16 18 Trevor Kernohan New Plymouth 510 
17 41 Jamie Gaskin Wellington 496 
18 78 Ben Poulsen Feilding 484 
19 61 Robin Bennett Kaukapakapa 240 
20 55 Mike Lovell Wellington 212 
21 12 Darren Henderson Palmerston Nth 187 
22 40/16 Paul Butler Auckland 172 
23 82 Ryan Belworthy Rotorua 116 
24 1 Cliff Field Auckland 107 
25 45 Selby Allison Wanganui 100 
26= 37 Dom Kalasih Wellington 38 
26= 29 Zak Murray Paraparaumu 38  
28 29 Shane Murland Paraparaumu 36 
 



HUMOUR 
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Quotations by and about Racing Drivers 
· Your luck goes up and down like swings and roundabouts 

(James Hunt) 
· Every car has a lot of speed in it. The trick is getting the speed out of it. (AJ 

Foyt) 
· Never think of your car as a cold machine, but as a hot-blooded horse. 

(Juan Manuel Fangio) 
· On the Lotus race car- You get more than one of them things and you call 

them Loti. (Parnelli Jones) 
· Dad taught me everything I know, but he would never tell me anything he 

knew (Al Unser Jr) 
· I do not speak the English so good, but then I speak the driving very well. 

(Emerson Fittipaldi) 
· Nobody is born with a steering wheel or a gear shift in his hand. It's 

something you choose to do or you don't. (Mario Andretti) 
· On receiving an OBE from the British government- When I drove for British 

teams ... they called me The Tadpole' because I was too small to be a frog. 
(Alain Prost)  

· On starting from the back of the grid- My dad once said that you meet a 
much nicer class of person there, but I'm not sure. (Damon Hill) 

· You may drive the freeway daily at top speeds with confidence and skill. But 
that doesn't qualify you as a race driver. Put an ordinary driver in an Indy-
type race car and he'd probably crash before he got out of the pit area. (Al 
Unser) 

 

�

�

FIRST RACE REPORT:  Round One, Taupo 24/25 October 

(courtesy of Dennis Martin, Sabre Motorsport) 
 
The first IRC Meeting took place at Taupo over Labour weekend. 
Sabre was running 6 of the 23 cars entered. 
 
Friday testing was difficult as we were combined with the Suzuki Sport class. Most of 
these cars proving to be very slow through the infield holding up the Formula First 
cars in the twisty bits. There was a couple of sessions red flagged so by lunch time 
we had only completed 6 laps of testing.  
 
Qualifying Saturday morning saw Shepherd one pole from Hodgson, Vincent, Hellier 
and John Young, so Sabre had two cars in the top 5. 
 
Race one started evenly and Speedsport Scholarship winner Aaron Hodgson moved 
into the lead on lap one. Shepherd and Hodgson appeared to have an advantage 
over the rest. Shepherd used all his experience to slip stream past on the last lap to 
take the win by .111 of a second from Hodgson, Hardy, Gaskin, Hellier and Young. 
 
The team had a lot of work to do Saturday night as two cars were involved in 
incidents requiring long rebuilds. 
 
Race two Sunday morning was again a tight run between Shepherd and Hodgson 
but on the last lap Vincent got the run on the pair and everyone held their breath as 
the trio headed into the chase. It was a credit to all that they all got through Hodgson 
got a good run to the line just missing the win by .089 from Vincent. Shepherd third 
from Hellier, Young and King. 
 
Race three was a farce. Hodgson missed second gear off the line dropping to 6th. 
On lap three car 16 crashed losing a wheel in the chase. The race was red flagged, 
a grid order was sent down from race control but the grid marshalls had six cars out 
of place after the restart Hodgson worked his way up to second by flag fall, so he 
appeared to have three second place finishes on debut, until the protests came out 
over the grid order. In my opinion the result would have been the same even if the 
grid had been correct but the Stewards decided using rule NSC77 A & N to declare 
the race at lap three, dropping Hodgson back to 4th and John Young to 6th. Under 
the circumstances there was probably little else they could have done, but I have 
never seen this rule applied in my 40 years in the sport. Next round is Pukekohe 
Thunder in the Park 5/6th December. 
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FIRST RACE REPORT:  Round One, Taupo 24/25 October 

 (report courtesy of Go-Rentals)  

Shepherd Dominates Formula First Opener. It was business as usual for Michael 
Shepherd’s Go Rentals Formula First team as they continued their winning way at 
Taupo’s season opener on the weekend. 
 
The Go Rentals / Inov8 sponsored Shepherd, qualified fastest on Saturday after 
suffering issues on Friday that resulted in the backup engine being transplanted in 
time for qualifying. The 30 year old 3 time Formula First Champion dominated 
qualifying, posting a time that would see him start from pole for all three races over 
the weekend. 
 
Race One saw Shepherd get a great start, only to have the 2009 Scholarship winner 
Aaron Hodgson catch and pass him down the main straight on the opening lap. 
Shepherd seemed to struggle to hold onto the back of Aaron as the last lap board 
came out, but Shepherd had timed his run perfectly and shot past the rookie to win 
by the normal Formula First margin of less than a second. Hodgson finishing a very 
fine second with Tauranga based hard-charger Simon Hardy finishing third in his first 
race back after taking a season off to build a new chassis. 
 
Race Two on Sunday was the best race of the weekend with the top three pulling 
away from the field. On the final lap Shepherd was perfectly placed in second spot 
ready to use the slip stream to get into the lead, however Hodgson went with 
Shepherd towards the outside of the straight handing third placed Andrew Vincent 
(driving Ian Fosters championship winning car from last season) the inside line into 
the final set of corners. Shepherd and Vincent gave each other room as they went 
two abreast through the final three turns only inches apart (fantastic Formula First 
racing!). The run to the line was a three way battle as Hodgson tactfully changed his 
line to get a fast exit and almost did enough to beat Vincent to the line for the win. 
Vincent winning his first ever Formula First race with Shepherd third. 
 
Shepherd said “It was a great race with both Hodgson and Vincent driving clean and 
fair. I was in the perfect position to win that one and 9 times out of 10 I would have 
but Aaron left the door open on the inside which affectively handed Vincent the 
inside line and the win.” 
 
Race three was very messy with a crash on lap three bringing out the red flag. At the 
time, Shepherd was leading but he had suffered from a minor hit from Jamie Gaskin 
which bent his gear linkage. Luckily the restart was a rolling one for Shepherd, as 
the lights went out with four laps to run, but without second gear for turn one 
Shepherd was very slow and vulnerable. However, at the restart the Go Rentals 
machine was very wide and no one managed to sneak past, with Shepherd 

eventually pulling away towards the end of the race to win by a solid margin from 
Aaron Hodgson and Ryan Hellier. 
 
“I was stoked to win that race” said Shepherd. “Without second gear I felt like a 
sitting duck coming out of turn one and knew I had no option but to lead from the 
front and just go for it. Getting third gear was tough also, as I had to change gear 
forcefully in the last few laps.” Stewards of the meeting however decided to override 
the result and declare the race finish as at lap three (the last completed lap before 
the red flag), due to the fact that several cars were in the wrong position for the 
restart. This gifted the race victory to Vincent, Shepherd officially finished second 
with a solid third to Ryan Hellier. 
 
“Although I am disappointed about not being awarded the points for winning the 
race, Vincent was clearly robbed of a few places on the grid that would have 
affected his final position in the race” said Shepherd. At the end of the day the 
officials had no choice but to do what they did and ironically it means I extended my 
championship lead as a result. 

 
Sheppo in action 

 

              
 
Progress at Hampton Downs  (sealing early September ) 
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FORMULA FIRST RACE RESULTS (podium) 
 
Taupo  
24/25 Oct 2009 

1 2 3 

Qualifying M Shepherd A Hodgson A Vincent 
Race 1 M Shepherd  A Hodgson S Hardy 
Race 2 A Vincent A Hodgson M Shepherd 
Race 3 A Vincent M Shepherd R Hellier 
 
Pukekohe    
    
    
    
 

First Happenings…the not so good round the tracks   

· Some bad luck for our hardest working and newest life member. On top of her 
roles as Secretary Treasurer and Championship Co-ordinator, Steph Harris has 
also been taking a leading role in administering the newly formed Independent 
Race Classes group of which FVANZ is a party to. Unfortunately Steph recently 
broke her arm in a very bad way.  Apparently the doctor said it looked like it had 
been hit with a baseball bat and it is broken in about 10 places. Steph is still 
sticking by her story that she fell while walking around the Feilding shops during 
her lunchtime…….But seriously, this is a very bad injury and I don’t even like 
thinking about the pain Steph must have been in. I am sure everyone wishes 
Steph a good recovery.           
  

· Edward Scissor-hand, aka Richard Bean has also suffered a health setback with 
the arm he recently had an operation on.  Unfortunately the wound has got 
infected and consequently he has required a further couple of rounds of surgery. 
I’m sure all the members wish Richard a much better recovery this time around.
  

· Our President, Robin Bennett, recently lost his father following a period of 
illness. I am sure all the sympathies and condolences of all members and 
associates are with Robin and Marie over this difficult period. 

 

 

 

 

2009 POINTS TABLE 
NZ Formula First Championship Points updated 5/11/09 after Round 1 of 7 
 

Round Driver Total 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Michael Shepherd 202 202       

Andrew Vincent 192 192       
Aaron Hodgson 188 188       
Ryan Hellier 163 163       
Jamie Gaskin 145 145       
John Young 139 139       
Simon Hardy 127 127       
David Ruthven 108 108       
Matt Higham 94 94       
Paul Butler 88 88       
Bramwell King 87 87       
Graeme Lett 80 80       
Bryan McConkey 75 75       
Dave Scammell 66 66       
Darren Henderson 64 64       
Jason Pohpard 54 54       
Kyle George 52 52       
Bradley McDonald 48 48       
Robin Bennett 46 46       
Mike Lovell 42 42       
Oliver Gordon 41 41       
Zayne Martin 37 37       
Jonathan Coluccio 12 12       
         
         

Points are allocated on each Championship / Series Race at each Round to all Drivers based 
on overall finishing order:   
1st=75, 2nd=67, 3rd=60, 4th=54, 5th=49, 6th=45, 7th=42, 8th=39, 9th=36, 10th=33, 11th=30, 
12th=28, 13th=26, 14th=24, 15th=22, 16th=20, 17th=18, 18th=16, 19th=14, 20th=12, 21st=10, 
22nd=9, 23rd=8, 24th=7, 25th=6, 26th=5, 27th=4, 28th=3, 29th=2 & 30th=1. 

 

 

 

  


